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Meeting Date and Location: April 7, 2011

Bensi’s Restaurant, Hampton, Virginia
Speaker:  Dr. Amit Sharma, Director of Clinical Research Boise Kidney & Hypertension Institute
Topic:  The role of Sensipar in the management of SHPT
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Attendees: Barbara Dunham, Christie Marshall, Donna Knight, Jackie Termont, Christie Shield, Seonyung Yoon, Mary Hudson, Pam Johnson, Natarcha Gregg, Joyce Mozelle, Miranda Hayden, Linda Lundstrom, Lauren Scarpelli, Deborah Burt, Mindy Sherrick, Nancy Osgood, Amber Lester (Intern), Phoebe Gur-Chiang
VACRN MEETING
I. Charities
· VACRN wants to give back in 2011.  We will continue to choose a “Feeding Virginia Communities” recipient each month. 
· Please see the VACRN website and submit suggestions for charity donations to Debi
· Not much participation in this program.  Will continue through 2011 and then discuss options that don’t rely on individual participation but rather a group decision.
· Thinking about 1 charity per quarter and doing just 3 charities plus the December Food Banks for 2012  
For April 2011:  Barbara Dunham submitted Safe Harbor in Richmond, VA.   Assisting abused women and children.  Mission: Safe Harbor saves lives by providing education, advocacy, counseling and shelter to break the cycle of domestic violence.   www.safeharborshelter.com 
For May 2011:  Leslie McPhatter requested contribution to The Central Virginia Kidney Association for its 14th annual 10K footrace in Lynchburg VA.   Monies are used to support a nutrition supplement program for CKD patients and more. 
For June 2011:  TBD
II. VACRN Website

· BINGO, still available online $25 anyone that orders – 11 copies remain
· 300 - copies of Understanding Your Renal Diet ($3.50/$4.00)

· Job Postings- Please help us to keep this page updated and current!  If you want us to submit your job opening, follow up with us if the position is filled!  Thank you. 
· Kim is sending and MARC is posting our meetings on their site with the link to join if interested.
III. VACRN Treasurer Report

· VACRN Account Balance: $13,035.65
· We will give past officers until Jan 2012 to ‘claim’ their officer education money and then it will not be available. Please use your money and get a book or go to a conference!  Current officers still have their money to spend as well.  Has anyone done this?  I got the new Bowes and Church edition for $65, so something like this is a great way to use the money.
· Jackie is going to NKF conference and will return with a report of interesting topics for our next big conference. 

IV. On the topic of NKF handling the local CRN affiliates of NKF finances to standardize fiscal accountability… Well, its been decided by our members.  Participation in the vote wasn’t great but majority rules….we are Affiliated with NKF! 
Jackie reviewed the vote.  It was an overwhelmingly ‘yes’ vote.   I have not let Denise Dilley and Suzanne Gore who took Pat Weber’s position of R2 rep.(2011-13) know the decision yet, I wanted to tell everyone here first.  Will keep you posted as to the changes.  

Note: NKF likes a set budget.  They don’t like a large balance; they want us to use a certain percentage of our money each year so we will have to create a budget.
Education Projects! 
We wanted to update a renal diet poster currently being offered though Eastern Nephrology Associates.  They did not contact back me after leaving a message and I don’t have time to continue to call them, so lets make our own poster!   Lets have fun with this and make it marketable.  These posters are $1.50 if you buy 50 or more through their site, will may be able to determine our price better as we go.
Needs:  

· 2 people to work together making the food options updated/current. Monica Mack and Donna Knight to review, will present in June
· 2 people to pick layout, color options, visual ideas Jackie Termont to review/look into to present in June.
· 1 (or 2) to get bids on printing cost, cost to actually make the poster, ect…possibly Kinkos
· Someone to figure out how to take our ideas and get it on paper, software program or other??? Follow up at later date.
· 1 person to analyze the cost (aware the initial cost is far greater than maintaining the finished product) and determine selling price. Follow up at later date.
Meetings!
June – Fresenius to provide Shad Ireland at 2 locations on June 1 and 2 - confirmed.  They are providing Shad and will pay his way, accommodations, etc not the food/locations for our group. 
Lauren applied for the grant through Fresenius that has Phoslo and since this meeting, we have received the check for $1000;  Linda Lundstrom of Pentec has offered to sponsor one of the 2 day meetings, the Thursday June 2nd one. Linda saw him and is very excited about him speaking.   
June 2nd will be in Charlottesville. June 1st will be in Hampton?   Miranda is finding the Hampton location and Kim is scoping out one for the C’ville location.  We want to still include the Social workers.  Inviting a ‘guest’ would be fun this time around however we will be limited to 40-50 at each location.  Looking at boxed lunches or buffet, possible raffle for his books as suggested by Linda L. 
May:  The UVA gals want to be more active but meeting locations can be a challenge.  May 4th an additional meeting on Licensure could be an option.   Following the VACRN meeting Lesley emailed to say this meeting was changed to August so will continue to follow up.   
August – VACATION No Planned Meetings- HOWEVER, Joyce ODea contacted Kim about a presentation on “l-Carnitine”, grant money would need to be obtained from Sigma Tau.  It was decided to save it for February, 2012, Kim will contact her and let her know this.  And now we may be invited to the UVA meeting.
October – Genzyme to sponsor Linda McCann on Protein Malnutrition.   Location TBD

Everyone to think about vacrn officer positions.  Co-chairs and librarian open.  Treasurer position still pending. 
Christmas party luncheon pictures, did anyone not get one? 
Happy Spring Everyone, see you in June!

Deborah J. Burt, RD

VACRN Chair
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