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Meeting Date and Location: December 2, 2010 Carrabba’s Italian Grill
Williamsburg, VA 11:30-2:30pm 

Sponsor: VACRN
VACRN Holiday Party/Conference Recap
Attendees: Kimberly Dalimonte, Miranda Hayden, Christie Shield, Jackie Termont, Linda Lundstrom, Vicki Stutts, Phoebe Gin-Chiang, Barbara Dunham, Monica Mack, Lesley McPhatter, Lauren Scarpelli, Sherri Clarke, Kathy Selfridge, Deborah Burt
VACRN MEETING:

I. Discussion on CSR Exam

Here is the website:

http://www.cdrnet.org/certification/spec/realdates.htm
We have 1 member that will be taking the exam in May- Deborah Burt.
II. Charities
· VACRN wants to give back in 2010.  We restarted our monthly donations of $100 to Feed Virginia Communities in June of this year.
· There has been very little interest in this project!  Very disappointing that we barely get one suggestion per month.  VACRN is a group where members make decisions with leadership to guide us, not a group that the leaders decide and the members follow.  
· Please see the VACRN website to submit suggestions for charity donations. We need your help with this! Send suggestions to Donna Knight 
· with charity name and contact info. You can also bring a list of charities to the Feb meeting.
The three food banks we donated to in December:  Central Virginia (Richmond),  Foodbank of VA -Peninsula (Newport News), and Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia (Norfolk)- $300 to each. 

And $100 to following: 
~September:  Backpacks for Kids...it's a program under the umbrella of the Foodbank- Thanks Debi Burt
~October: 'A Gift From Ben'...nonprofit group that feeds the poor.  Thanks Teresa Cross!
~November: Conrad Center in Richmond serving meals to the homeless and working poor (~300 day)- Thanks Donna Knight!
III. VACRN Website

· BINGO, 11 copies are still available online $25 each
· 300 copies of Understanding Your Renal Diet ($3.50/$4.00)

· Job Postings- continue to send in job postings

· No new postings at this time.
IV. VACRN Treasurer Report

· VACRN Account Balance: $15, 320.57. Donations to 3 food banks in December of $900.00  will bring this to $14, 420.57. 
· Donna’s report discussed the fiscal piece of our conference
Income:
$8806.93

Expenses:
$4027.26

Profit= 

$4779.67

In 2008 we received $10,420 in grants and paid out $8087 in speakers, fees, travel, etc. We had 5 vendors and did not purchase any meals. 59 attendees, 54 registering by mail, 5 registered onsite.
In 2010 we received no grants, $2000 display fee from Genzyme, all speakers were paid by sponsors, 8 vendors, and VACRN purchased lunch. Breakfast and breaks paid by sponsors.  53 attendees, 20 registering online (38%), 32 by mail (60%) , and 1 person onsite. 
· Pay Pal seemed to be a positive addition to our meeting. We have kept Pay Pal on the website and you can pay your membership online by visiting the VACRN website.  We would like to consider using Pay pal on the website to purchased materials, etc.  

· How are we going to spend this money?  
VACRN is looking into purchasing/developing         posters that would help patients improve their labs/outcomes that we would sell. 

V. On the topic of NKF handling the local CRN affiliates of NKF finances to standardize fiscal accountability…  Per Deborah Burt: “Spoke with Denise Dilley, director of activities NKF.  NKF has not had a great level of involvement in local chapter activities and sudden changes are a concern for all.   Currently there are no ‘policies’ in place and what happened in NC was an isolated situation.  We would be a line item on their expenses and still have control of the funds but almost like a ‘middle man’ involved for sending us the money.  It still is confusing so making a hasty decision is not in our best interest, will have to wait to see what unfolds, I have not had any additional communication from Denise since September”.  
Biennial Meeting Recap
 Nurturing the Vascular Tree with Renal Nutrition name was well liked. 
 Thank you so much everyone for making our conference a wonderful success.  It was just fantastic and we could not have pulled it off without the extreme dedication of our active members!   
Food and Beverage: Christie Marshall 
Colonial Williamsburg’s Woodlands Resort and Suites    comments on food and lodging: Overall positive remarks about food and location.  
Evaluation recap: Jackie Termont –comments were reviewed with members about speakers. Overall positive remarks.
Genzyme, Lisa Gutekunst/Preston Watts, Jackie Termont
DaVita, Mary Burgess/Kathy Selfridge
    
Pentec Health, Eileen Moore/ Linda Lundstrom
Amgen, Dr. Kumar/Debbie McHorney, Christy Shield 
Henrico Doctors, Gigi Spicer/ Pam Dowker
Exhibitors/Vendors: 
Booths, sponsors, grants – Overall good results with the 8 vendors that we had. 
Brochure/Mailing Brochures/Certificates: overall happy with brochure.
Goodie Bags/speaker gifts – Devon Feero  - Left over goodies were available for members to take. 
Whats new in 2011??

February meeting TBA, tentatively in Richmond with John Williams on Vitamin D therapy.  Check emails/website for this meetings details.  
Discussed Shad Ireland coming this year.  No decision was made. 
We discussed how we want to spend the money in 2011 and what projects/services can we provide. Topics included:

Revise diet booklet is probably a good idea and maybe a renal diet poster.
Miranda shared posters that one her patients makes for her each month and everyone was very impressed. We will talk with her about making posters for VACRN that we could print and sell. 

Dirty Santa gift exchange was played. 

Thanks everyone for a successful 2010, see you in the New Year!  
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